HOW  ITALY  FIRST   SUMMONED   THE   FRENCH

against one another, and within each of them there were at least two
political parties. The kingdom of Naples, especially, had for two centuries
been a subject of dispute between the French House of Anjou and the
Spanish House of Aragon.  In the days of Charles VIII, the King of
Naples was Ferdinand of Aragon, hated by the Pope and by Ludovico
the Moor, Regent of Milan.  Were France to ky claim to Naples, she
thought she would surely have powerful allies. Charles VEI, surrounded
'by men of small estate experienced in nothing', allowed himself to be
seduced 'by the phantoms and glories of Italy'. In order that he might
have his hands free, he bought off the Empire and England in exchange
for dangerous territorial and financial concessions.   His Italian schemes
were popular. France felt herself strong. With her astonishing power of
recuperation, she had already repaired all the disasters of the Hundred
Years War. Thanks to Charles VII and Louis XI, she possessed Europe's
most powerful army, and it was of urgent necessity to employ these
companies abroad, because they included more foreigners than French-
men and threatened to despoil the countryside.  So the King mobilized,
his forces at Lyons, gloriously embraced his little Queen, and departed
for the Alps with more than thirty thousand men in August 1494. At the
outset there took place the splendid cavalcade of which he had dreamed.
For the entrance into Florence, the residents of that town stationed
themselves at their windows, bedecked with tapestries, and watched the
procession of kettle-drummers, fife players, cross-bow men, archers, hal-
berdiers, Swiss, all superbly clad in the King's colours, red and yellow.
At last appeared the King's household, his standards, and Charles himself,
grasping his lance, riding a bkck horse, and encased in golden armour
and a king's long blue mantle, which covered his horse's crupper. The
sight was worthy of the romances of chivalry, but the Florentines re-
mained hostile and distrustful.   This royal army did not have a good
reputation; it was full of downright ruffians, 'with little discipline', who
pillaged Italy more than they admired her. Savonarola, the great Domini-
can preacher, had proclaimed a cohort of angels who should come out
of France to deliver Italy from the papal exactions.  *It was*, said Gui-
chardin, 'a conflagration and a plague.'   In Rome, Pope Alexander VI,
who indeed had fostered Charles VIII's expedition, now appalled at what
he had unleashed, barricaded himself in the Castel Saint'Angelo and ap-
pealed for help to the Sultan! Only the Neapolitans kept to their promise
and, when the French appeared, revolted, in accordance with the plans
which had been formukted against the House of Aragon, In February
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